Nuclear matrix protein (NMP) levels in patients with acute pancreatitis.
Nuclear matrix protein (NMP) is an index of apoptosis. We measured NMP in 22 patients with acute pancreatitis and investigated the relationship between severity and NMP. We also measured tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha) and investigated the relationship between NMP and TNF-alpha. The NMP value increased significantly as the pancreatitis became more increasingly severe, and the NMP values were significantly higher in the group with multiple organ dysfunction syndrome (MODS) than in the group without MODS. A comparison of the NMP values in the group that survived and the group that died revealed higher NMP values in the former. A significant correlation was found between the NMP values and the TNF-alpha values, suggesting that apoptosis may contribute to the pathophysiology of acute pancreatitis.